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NEXT REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1937

ROUEN POST
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242, AMERICAN LEGION
8:00 P. M.

HOTEL KINGS·WAY

MAYOR MILLAR NOT TO SEEK RE-ELECTION
Mayor David L. Millar of University City has announced that he will not be a candidate for
re-election in the coming April election. The good Burgomaster's law practice has increased
to such an extent that he can no longer devote his time to civic affairs. In summing up the
progress during his administration Dave said tht> finances of the city have been restored to
a sound basis and the way paved for the early consummation of a new Post Office, smoke
elimination, a Library and many other improvements.
MRS. ELIZABETH ENGEL DIES
Mrs. Elizabeth Catherine Engel, 65, wife of Phillip Engel, died January 6 at Christian Hospital in St. Louis following a stroke of apoplexy. She was the mother of William E. Engel, commander of Rauen Post No. 242, American Legion.
Mr. and Mrs. Engel have lived at Nashville, Ill., for several years and she was stricken while
visiting relatives in St. Louis during the Christmas holidays. In addition to William Engel and
her husband, she is survived by two other sons, Irwin and Elmer Engel.
MR. AND MRS. LENNON BACK FROM HONEYMOON
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Lennon have returned to St. Louis from their wedding trip, a cruise
aboard the Algonquin from New York to Rotan, Tex. Mr. and Mrs. Lennon were married
Nov. 21, at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York. Mrs. Lennon is the former Miss Margaret
Caroline Phillips, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harral R. Phillips of Rotan, Tex.
Mrs. Lennon is a graduate of Texas State College for Women at Denton, Tex., and' attended
Fredricksburg College, Fredricksburg, Va. She received her M. A. degree from Columbia University of New York. Joe is Special Assistant Attorney-General of Missouri.
TUMBLING ACT
Charles Jablonsky, Rauen Post service Officer, has been identified as the stout gentleman whose
recent unconventional departure from the home of Commander Bill Engel furnished amusement to the Commander's neighbors on Gannon Avenue. The former top sergeant of Unit
21 skidded on the icy stoop, land.ed with a deafening thud and coasted down the front steps.
Summoning all the dignity at his command, he rose to his feet and marched somewhat shakily
to the sidewalk where he again lost control, went into a tail-spin and cracked up at the base
of a large tree trunk.
Commander Engel admits that he and Jablonsky put a pint of Bourbon out of action during a conference a short time before Jabby made his exit, but the service officer insists that
his loss of balance was entirely due to the icy pavement .

•

Have you paid your 1937 dues? Department Headquarters ts pressing us to remit national,
state and city dues without further delay.
February, 1937
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BIOLOGICAL PHENOMENON
Pat Byrns enjoys the distinction of being
the
only member of Rouen Post who can
-t:. 0 0
sleep with his face buried in a plate of soup
oo
when drowsiness overtakes him at bibulous
dinner parties. Strangers seeing this amphibian performance for the first time are
invariably alarmed until clouds of bubbles
ascending from the potage assure them that
the ruddy old gentleman is in no danger of
suffocation. During his war service in
France Sergeant Byrns could spend a few
restful moments in soup of any sort but
time has taken its toll from this once hardy
citizen and in recent years he has experienced increasing difficulty in relaxing beneath waves of chicken muligatawney, chowders and
puree of split pea. In view of this fact we have requested the management of Hotel KingsWay to serve clear consomme to Comrade Byrns at all Rouen Post dinners.
~o

PASSING THE BUCK
During the war a sharp knife hung by a string from a nail on a wall of the Surgical
hut in General Hospital No. 12 at Rouen. Its purpose was to cut the ropes which
suspended the broken limbs of the wounded in case of fire or other emergency which would
necessitate the hurried removal of the patients. This knife was regarded with much reverence.
It was against orders to move or even touch it except for its avowed purpose. One morning
while Joe Meyer was on duty as wardmaster in the hut, Colonel Veeder accompanied by Captain Hester and Sergeant Delany came through on inspection. As the trio followed by Meyer
walked pompously between the rows of beds, the Colonel's sharp eye discovered that the knife
had disappeared from the wall. With a look of annoyance he turned to Hester and asked; "Captain Hester, where is the knife?" Captain Hester turned to Sergeant Delany. "Sergeant, where
is the knife?" Delany always a fast thinker turned to Meyer and asked, "Private Meyer, what
happened to the knife?" Joe, determined not to be outdone, grabbed the arm of a passing
blue-boy helper. "Did you take the knife offa this wall?" he asked. This exhibition of open
field buck-passing was too much for the Colonel. With only a mild reprimand to Meyer for the
knife's absence, he hurriedly left the hut.
WATCH FOR THESE MEN
Members of Rouen Post possessing authentic information concernng the whereabouts or activities of Marvin Hamilton, Phillip Conrath and Dr. James Costen, members of the Membership Committee, are requested to communicate with Commander Engel. A re-conditioned bedpan from the wartime supply of Unit 21 will be presented to any comrade who succeeds in
locating these men. They are known to be fond of dozing in taverns. Approach them with
extreme caution as they are highly irritable when awakened .

•
Edward Winer, eastern representative of the Laclede Steel Company for the past six years,
has returned to New York after spending the Holidays in St. Louis. Ed had hoped to transfer his activities to the Middle West but his firm decided to keep him in eastern territory
where he has done an excellent job. Edward is an authority on pipe, and according to fellow employees, thinks nothing of carrying a forty pound sample in his brief case when calling
on the trade. St. Louis tavern frequenters who saw the Yuletide load carried by Ed during
his recent visit here claim that forty pounds is a comparatively light burden for the rugged
Mr. Winer.

i
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RETROSPECTION
Cold November rain beating with monotonous rhythm on the flat roof of the Recreation Hut
... Tobacco fumes mingling with the odor of wet shoe leather scorching against a glowing
stove . . . ''Shorty" Richner denouncing Higher Authority for the bread shortage at the
eveping meal . . . Toby Dunville at the piano accompaning a quartette of youthful voices
singing the latest war song:
"Joan of Arc, Joan of Arc,
Do your eyes from the skies see the foe?
Don't you see the drooping Fleur-de-lis?
Can't you hear the tears of Normandy?
Joan of Arc, Joan of Arc,
Let thy spirit guide us through;
Come, lead your France to victory
Joan of Arc they are calling you."
Edwin Dakin routing dull care with the mellow strains of his violin. Dakin, now on the staff
of a publicity firm in New York, is the author of a devastating biography of Mary Baker
Eddy, published several years ago. His unforgettable portrait
of the spiritual leader brought warm praise from book reviewers . . . Holland ( Chappy) Chalfont inviting Artliur Melville to share the contents of two bottles purloined from a
cafe storeroom in the belief that they contained champagne.
A belief that gave way to baffled rage when the corks were
pulled in the seclusion of an empty hut and the gallant soldiers
found themselves holding two quarts of tomato pulp . . . Ross
Parson's sudden return to health after enduring the discomforts of a British convalescent camp for twenty-four hours ...
Monsieur Raymond, head waiter of the Brasserie Omnia,
munching hors d'oeuvres and keeping a wary eye on Sergeant
Byrns and Delany.
Louis Martin the chubby-faced chauffeur for Colonel Clopton in Mobile 4, a lad whose
penchant for collecting war souvenirs led to an unpleasant experience near the village of
Cheppy. While driving the Colonel on a tour of inspection Martin
stopped the car to pick up a German helmet lying near the road.
As he lifted the souvenir from the mud a man's head rolled out and
bounced at the feet of the horrified collector.
Mess-sergeant Phillip Conrath and Cook "Rabbi" Fox returning from
Toul with the daily rations which almost fell into German hands when
the Sergeant and his hairless companion lost their bearings and wandered toward the front lines. An alert military policeman overtook the
bewildered pair and escorted them safely to the camp of Mobile Hospital No. 4 ... Sergeant Rog Puckett snatching a tin hat from Jim Sallee
and diving beneath a truck for shelter when the whine of an approaching
shell interrupted his lecture to a group of rookies on the value of poise
under shell fire.

M. RAYMOND
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"MAGGIE ON THE GATE"
Dr. Joseph Magidson denies that his daily presence at the
head of the mess-line in Unit 21 was due to a wolfish appetite as some of his buddies have charged. According to
"Maggie," certain bacteria "soups" were usually simmering
on a gas burner in the laboratory at meal time, and as there
was no one to watch them during his absence he was forced
to eat early and return to his duties as soon as possible.
That's Doctor Magidson's story - but Bill Engel declares
that "Maggie" was always first in mess-line during the boat
trip from New Yark to Liverpool. There was no laboratory
on the American liner St. Paul.
Ritchey Williams,
Finance Officer,
Rauen Post No. 242.
Dear Comrade:

•

Herewith is check to cover 1937 dues in the Legion. Please convey my regards to any of
the boys you see in St. Louis or at the next regular meeting. Sorry that I was obliged to
move out of town. Incidently, will you see that my address is changed to 240 Sherman
avenue, Hamilton, Ohio. Thanks. I certainly enjoy the Post paper. Bill Stack is doing a fine
job. Best regards to all.
Del E. McKinney .

•

The following members of Rouen Post attended the funeral of Charles E. Johns in East St.
Louis on Saturday afternoon, December 26: William Engel, James Sallee, Willard McQuoid,
Earl Hursey, Gorden Kimbrel, Fclrney Dixon, Ritchey Williams, Arthur Melville, William
Stack and Elmer Bowman.
-\
THE ROUEN POST
Helen Seevers, in the "Kings-Way Page," a monthly paper published by Hotel Kings-Way.

Salute, Editor Stack! We've known Bill Stack as soldier, pugilist, artist, hon vivant . . . but
now he bobs up in a new role, that of editor of "The Rouen Post," official news organ and
commentator of the recently organized Rouen Post of the American Legion, which meets at
Hotel Kings-Way. In a swift transition of mood from grave to gay, the ••Post" gives us
retrospective glimpses of memorable days; betrays a between-the-lines, rough, masculine tenderness; gives flash of Rabelasian humor; all studded with the incomparable Stack cartoons .

•
The story entitled ••Distinguished Service" which appeared in the January issue of the Rouen
Post induced Adjutant Dunville to attend a meeting for the first time in three months. The
old piano Sergeant journeyed from his new home near Jefferson Barracks to deny that he had
loaned money or presented bottles of brandy to Sergeant Perkins during the war .

•
Pat Byrns has not attended a meeting since the night he spoke long and earnestly into a disconnected microphone on the entertainer's platform in the Hotel Kings-Way Tavern. The Gargantuan Horace Neely has also been missing since the management stopped a crap game started
by the "Judge" on the floor of this same Tavern.

•
May 11 will mark the twentieth anniversary of Unit 21 's departure for France and Rouen
Post 242, American Legion will join former members of the Unit in holding a grand reunion
on that memorable date. Further details will be supf>lied later.

